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Packet 6 

 

Tossups 

1. This figure was conceived following the death of a baby found beside two colts. It’s not Sir Gawain, but this 

figure once won a bet by allowing himself to be beheaded. This figure unknowingly killed his son with a 

weapon made from the bones of the sea monster Curruid. Because this man tied himself upright by his 

entrails, his enemies did not realize he was dead until the Morrigan landed on his shoulder in the form of a 

crow. This son of (*) Lugh [“looh”] broke a geis [“gesh”] by eating dog meat, weakening him before he was forced 

to fend off the forces of Medb at the Cattle Raid of Cooley. For 10 points, name this Hound of Ulster, an Irish hero 

who wielded the spear Gae Bulg.  

ANSWER: Cu Chulainn [“kuh kuh-lenn”] [accept Hound of Culann or Setanta, do NOT accept or prompt on 

“Culann”]  

<Mythology—TGN> 

 

2. This quantity for a metal, along with the metal’s enthalpy of sublimation, is required to calculate lattice 

energies via the Born-Haber cycle. This quantity is higher for nitrogen than oxygen due to half-filled 

subshells being stabilized. In the Bohr model, this quantity is equal to negative z-squared over n-squared 

times 13.6, which can be obtained from setting the second principal quantum number in the Rydberg formula 

to infinity. This quantity, which is analogous to the (*) work function for a surface and is measured in electron-

volts, is highest for noble gases and generally increases left to right and bottom to top on the periodic table. For 10 

points, name this quantity, the amount of energy needed to remove an electron from a neutral atom.  

ANSWER: first ionization energy [or ionization potential or ionization enthalpy]  

<Chemistry—Mukherjee>  

 

3. As a condition for recognizing this ruler, England demanded the dissolution of the Ostend Company. 

Though they did not end forced labor, this ruler limited working hours for peasants through the Robot 

Patents. Under this monarch, the Wenzel [“ven-zehl”] Anton von Kaunitz [“kow-nitz”] negotiated a shift in 

alliances as part of the (*) Diplomatic Revolution. One war during this monarch’s reign was instigated by 

Frederick II’s invasion of Silesia. This daughter of Charles VI was supposed to have her succession guaranteed by 

the Pragmatic Sanction. For 10 points, name this Habsburg queen who fought the War of Austrian Succession. 

ANSWER: Maria Theresa [or Maria Theresa Walburgia Amalia Christina or Maria Theresia; prompt on partial 

answer] 

<European History—TGN> 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. The Matthew Broderick-played Dr. Niko Tatopoulos discovers that this character is pregnant in a 1998 

Roland Emmerich film. In this character’s first appearance, they are ostensibly killed by the “Oxygen 

Destroyer.” In his most recent appearance, this character attacks an Apex Cybernetics Facility in Pensacola. 

In that 2021 film, this character fights a (*) rival in the streets of Hong Kong and on an aircraft carrier. A skull of 

King Ghidorah powers a “Mecha” version of this character that is defeated after this character teams up with Kong. 

Toho created, for 10 points, what “King of the Monsters,” a giant radioactive lizard? 

ANSWER: Godzilla [or Gojira]  

<Popular Culture—Kapadia>   

 

5. The protagonist of this novel meets a character nicknamed “prison charlie” at Wandsworth prison in a 

reference to Charlie Chaplin. A character in this novel is spit on by his “post-corrective adviser,” P.R. 

Deltoid, after being arrested. After the identity of this novel’s protagonist is discovered, he attempts to 

commit suicide by jumping out of a window after F. Alexander forces him to listen to (*) classical music over 

speakers. This novel opens with the protagonist and his “droogs” hanging out at the Korova Milk Bar, before the 

protagonist undergoes the Ludovico technique. For 10 points, name this dystopian novel about the ultraviolent Alex, 

by Anthony Burgess. 

ANSWER: A Clockwork Orange 

<Commonwealth Literature—Ganguli>  

 

6. Molecules containing this metal comprise the industrial waste product “mill scale.” Evidence for the 

“snowball earth” hypothesis includes the fact that the Great Oxygenation Event created Precambrian banded 

“formations” of this element. A major source for a frequently-pelletized ore of this element called (*) taconite 

is the Mesabi range in Minnesota. An ore of this element often appears as naturally magnetized pieces called 

lodestones. Fool’s gold actually consists of the ‘pyrite’ of this element, whose ores include magnetite and hematite. 

For 10 points, the Earth’s core is formed mainly from nickel and which other metal, symbolized Fe? 

ANSWER: iron [accept Fe before mention]  

<Other Science—Krol>  

 

7. The appendix to this book contains an argument for the corporeality of God that its author defended in a 

later response to Bishop John Bramhall. One section of this work divides action into involuntary ‘vital’ 

motions and voluntary motion caused by the passions. The last section of this work argues that the 

misinterpretation of scripture has led to a (*) “Kingdom of Darkness.” A description of nature as a “war of all 

against all” appears in this work, which also claims that life is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” For 10 

points, name this work which advocated for rule by an absolute sovereign, written by Thomas Hobbes.   

ANSWER: Leviathan  

<Philosophy—Kodali>  

 

8. A poem by this author written in the perspective of the title object states “In me she has drowned a young 

girl, and in me an old woman Rises toward her." Another poem by this author notes that “The snows of the 

Tyrol” and “the clear beer of Vienna / Are not very pure or true.” That poem by this author describes a town 

“Scraped flat by the roller / Of (*) wars, wars, wars.”  A different poem by this author describes someone who 

“like the cat,” has “nine time to die” before declaring that “Dying is an art, like everything else.” This author’s most 

famous poem states that “Every woman adores a Fascist” and is addressed to “A man in black with a Meinkampf 

look.” For 10 points, name this confessional poet of “Lady Lazarus” and “Daddy.” 

ANSWER: Sylvia Plath (The first line is from “Mirror”)  

<American Literature—Li> 



 

9. An artist from this country was forgotten for over 200 years after her death and was rediscovered when 

the Louvre found her initials of “JL” under a fabricated signature of another artist from this country. A 

genre of portraits called tronie that featured exaggerated facial expressions was popular in this country. A 

woman holding a cittern opens a love letter in a painting by an artist from this country. That artist from this 

country may have used a camera obscura to create paintings such as (*) The Milkmaid and a scene of his 

hometown’s harbor. An artist from this country painted a girl in a blue and yellow headdress wearing the title 

jewelry. For 10 points, name this country whose “Golden Age” included Johannes Vermeer, the artist of Girl with a 

Pearl Earring. 

ANSWER: Netherlands [or Nederland; or Dutch Republic; or Holland; accept Dutch Golden Age]  

<Visual Fine Arts—Maiorana>  

 

10. An event in this city was partly caused by the passage of Proposition 14 and subsequent repeal of the 

Rumford Fair Housing Act. This city’s police chief, William Parker, described the participants of that event 

in this city as acting like “monkeys in a zoo.” The namesake of a later event in this event asked on television, 

(*) “can we all get along?” Korean-American residents of this city defended their businesses with guns during that 

event, which began when Stacey Koon and other officers were acquitted in a trial after beating an African-American 

motorist. For 10 points, name this city where the Watts and Rodney King Riots took place. 

ANSWER: Los Angeles  

<American History—Li> 

 

11. It’s not France, but this country’s forces invaded a neighboring country during its civil war as part of 

Operation Savannah. Daniel Francois Malan came into power after opposing this country’s participation in 

World War II. During this country’s Border War, this country’s forces fought against (*) SWAPO. This 

country cracked down on dissent following terrorist attacks by uMkhonto we Sizwe. The Soweto Uprising was 

violently crushed in this home country of the African National Congress. For 10 points, name this country where 

Nelson Mandela fought against apartheid. 

ANSWER: South Africa [or Republic of South Africa] 

<World History––Sareddy> 

 

12. Applying a transformation of this quantity on systems with an odd fermion count may prove that they 

adopt doubly degenerate energy states, according to Kramers theorem. It's not entropy, but Josef Loschmidt 

names a paradox in which a symmetry partially named for this quantity is broken by an apparent increase in 

H. This quantity names a constant found by multiplying capacitance with resistance in an (*) RC circuit. The 

derivative of momentum with respect to this quantity is force.  This quantity constitutes one out of the four 

dimensions in Minkowski space. Acceleration is the derivative of velocity with respect to, for 10 points, what 

quantity which is measured in seconds? 

ANSWER: time  

<Physics—Tegulla> 

 

13. The cancer-treating drug vincristine comes from a periwinkle endemic to an island in this body of water. 

One island country in this body of water is the only home of the coco de mer tree, which can be found on its 

island of Praslin. One tree named for its red sap, the dragon blood tree, can be found on the island of (*) 

Socotra in this body of water. Before its extinction, the dodo bird lived on an island in this body of water. The island 

countries of Seychelles and Mauritius are both located in this body of water. Madagascar is located in, for 10 points, 

what third-largest ocean stretching from eastern Africa to Australia that borders its namesake subcontinent? 

ANSWER: Indian Ocean 

 <Geography—Sareddy> 



 

14. In Naked Lunch, William Lee goes to Mexico where he meets a member of this profession, who is revealed 

to be a manipulative sadist. Another member of this profession travels to Rome to have an affair with 

Rosemary Hoyt. Sinclair Lewis wrote about a member of this profession abandoning his family to work in 

Vermont in his novel (*) Arrowsmith. Another member of this profession kills Danvers Carew after drinking a 

potion. That member of this profession is the counterpart to Mr. Hyde in a novel by Robert Louis Stevenson. For 10 

points, name this profession of Henry Jekyll, known for treating the injured and sickly.  

ANSWER: doctors [accept psychiatrist]  

<World/Other Literature—Ganguli> 

 

15. One piece by this composer features a solo trumpet playing a 5/8-time Mexican Jarabe dance. A ballet by 

this composer includes a "Saturday Night Waltz" and quotes “Bonaparte’s Retreat” in its finale. A 

movement marked “Calm and flowing/Doppio Movimento” appears in another piece by this composer, and 

consists of five variations on a (*) Shaker hymn. This composer collaborated with Agnes de Mille on a ballet 

which features a "Hoe-Down,” and with Martha Graham for a ballet about a pioneer couple that includes “Simple 

Gifts.” For 10 points, name this American composer of music for ballets such as Billy the Kid, Rodeo, and 

Appalachian Spring. 

ANSWER: Aaron Copland  

<Auditory Fine Arts—Maiorana> 

 

16. It’s not methylene blue, but this compound is used to treat methemo-globinemia in patients with G6PD 

deficiency. This compound is a cofactor for the enzyme that transforms dopamine to no-repinephrine. The 

absence of the enzyme GULO prevents the synthesis of this compound in primates. A lack of this vitamin can 

lead to corkscrew hairs and bleeding gums.  This (*) vitamin is a cofactor for the hydroxylation of lysine and 

proline in collagen. Megadoses of this vitamin were advocated for by Linus Pauling to help combat the common 

cold. For 10 points, name this water-soluble vitamin found in citrus fruits that prevents scurvy.   

ANSWER: vitamin C [accept ascorbic acid, accept ascorbate]  

<Biology—Kodali>  

 

17. The protagonist of this work has his gold crown pulled out with a rusted spoon and befriends a musician 

who dies while playing Beethoven all night in the cold. The narrator vows to never forget the “flames that 

consumed [his] faith forever,” and after a boy is executed for helping to sabotage a power plant, one prisoner 

remarks that God is (*) “hanging from this gallows.” In this book, no one remembers to say Kaddish when Akiba 

Drumer is taken to a different camp, and the protagonist's father Schlomo dies after barely surviving a death march. 

Eliezer sees only a corpse in his reflection after being liberated from Bunchenwald [“boo-ken-vahld”] in, for 10 

points, what Holocaust memoir by Elie Wiesel? 

ANSWER: Night [accept La Nuit]  

<European Literature—TGN> 

 

18. This location is home to an impassable Lote Tree which divides the known world from the ghayb. To 

enter this location or a contrasting one called Jahannam [“juh-huh-num”], one must pass through the 

Barzakh. After being carried by the Buraq to a location described as “the farthest,” one figure was taken to 

this location, which is surrounded by eight gates, in the Mi’raj. Each of this location’s (*) seven levels was 

home to a different prophet when Muhammad ascended to this location in the second part of the Night Journey. For 

10 points, name this location in Islam where the righteous will be sent after they die. 

ANSWER: heaven [accept paradise; accept Jannah; accept seventh heaven or ‘Ariba before Barzkh; DO NOT 

ACCEPT OR PROMPT ON Jahannam]  

<Religion—Kapadia>  



 

19. This person’s assistant Rondal Partridge depicted them sitting atop a Ford Model 40. A work by this 

artist depicts a group of children pledging allegiance to the American flag. This artist depicted U.S. 54 in the 

photograph The Road West, which was included in a collaboration with Paul Taylor titled An American 

Exodus. A man leans over a fence and clasps his hands as he looks away from the title location in this artist’s 

(*) White Angel Breadline. While working for the Farm Security Administration, this artist captured an image of 

Florence Owens Thompson and three of her children at a pea-picker’s camp. For 10 points, name this creator of 

Great Depression-era photos such as Migrant Mother. 

ANSWER: Dorothea Lange [or Dorothea Margaretta Nutzhorn]  

<Other Fine Arts—Maiorana> 

  

20. Jacques-Roger Booh Booh was criticized for limiting the actions of one force during this event, which was 

documented in the book Shake Hands With the Devil. Zone Turquoise was established to ostensibly protect 

people during this event. UNAMIR failed to stop this event, which took place following the signing of the (*) 

Arusha Accords. The message “cut down the tall trees” signaled the beginning of this event which was sparked by 

the shooting down of Juvenal Habyarimana’s [“juh-vuh-nal hab-yahr-ee-mah-nah”] plane. The Interahamwe [“in-

ter-ah-hahm-way”] were the primary perpetrators of this event, which ended after Paul Kagame took power. For 10 

points, name this event where thousands of Tutsis were killed by Hutus in an African country. 

ANSWER: Rwandan genocide [or Rwanda genocide of 1994] 

<World History—Li> 

 



 

Bonuses 

1. A rebellion named for this region was put down after five hundred samurai all died charging the numerically and 

technologically superior Imperial Japanese Army at the Battle of Shiroyama. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this region from which Saigō Takamori [“sigh-goh tah-kah-moar-ee”] led that failed rebellion. This 

region had earlier formed an alliance with Choshu to oppose the Tokugawa Shogunate.  

ANSWER: Satsuma Rebellion 

[E] The Satsuma Rebellion occurred in response to reforms implemented during a period of rapid industrialization 

and modernization in Japan named for this emperor.  

ANSWER: Meiji [“May-jee”] [or Mutsuhito; accept Meiji Restoration] 

[M] Description acceptable. Saigo Takamori had left the imperial government after it refused to go with his plan to 

carry out this action. Toyotomi Hideyoshi had launched an unsuccessful instance of this action in the Imjin War. 

ANSWER: invading Korea [accept anything relating to going to war with Korea or the Joseon kingdom] 

<World History—Li> 

 

2. You are an astro-dynamicist working at NASA to help a probe reach Neptune. For 10 points each: 

[E] When the rocket launches, it will turn towards this direction to enter a prograde orbit, since it will already have 

initial speed from the Earth rotating in this direction. 

ANSWER: east [prompt on E] 

[H] You also need to have enough fuel for your “budget” of this quantity, which covers all of the orbital maneuvers 

you must make. This quantity equals the effective exhaust velocity times the natural log of the mass ratio. 

ANSWER: delta-v [or change in velocity; do not accept or prompt on “velocity” alone] 

[M] To help save fuel, you will perform one of these maneuvers with Jupiter to increase your speed. These 

maneuvers rely on flying by a planet and taking some of their momentum when you enter their sphere of influence. 

ANSWER: gravity assist maneuver [or gravitational slingshot or swing-by]  

<Physics—Chapman> 

 

3. This character often stares at a green light from his home in West Egg, thinking of Daisy Buchanan. For 10 points 

each: 

[E] Name this title character of an F. Scott Fitzgerald work, whose funeral is only attended by his father, Owl-Eyes, 

and Nick Carraway. 

ANSWER: Jay Gatsby [or The Great Gatsby] 

[H] This novel is divided into four sections, including the section “Gatsby.” This novel sees a teacher hold a book 

club that discusses Western literature during the Iranian revolution.  

ANSWER: Reading Lolita in Tehran 

[M] Another section of Reading Lolita in Tehran is named after this author. This author wrote about the ghosts of 

Miss Jessel and Peter Quint haunting a governess in one of his works.  

ANSWER: Henry James 

<American Literature—Ganguli> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. This politician’s daughter, Heather Bresch, was responsible for a massive increase in the price of the EpiPen 

while serving as the CEO of Mylan. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this Senator, a conservative Democrat who, along with Kyrsten Sinema, has repeatedly blocked passage 

of the Build Back Better Act. 

ANSWER: Joseph Manchin III [or Joe Manchin] 

[E] Joe Manchin is a senator from this Appalachian state, where he succeeded Jay Rockefeller. Manchin made his 

fortune in this state’s significant coal mining industry. 

ANSWER: West Virginia [or WV] 

[H] After the Sandy Hook Massacre, Manchin paired with this senator from Pennsylvania to introduce a failed bill 

that required background checks for gun sales. This senator succeeded outgoing Democrat Arlen Specter in 2011. 

ANSWER: Patrick Joseph Toomey Jr. [or Pat Toomey]  

<Current Events—Mukherjee> 

 

5. The Grimnismal lists Frey’s boat Skidbladnir as the best of ships and Harbrok as the best of hawks. For 10 points 

each, name some other things it claims are the best: 

[M] The greatest horse is supposedly this eight-legged steed of Odin. This horse was conceived after Loki turned 

himself into a mare to distract the stallion Svadilfari. 

ANSWER: Sleipnir 

[H] The most skilled poet, or skald, is this Norse god of poetry who had runes carved on his tongue. 

ANSWER: Bragi 

[E] This large ash is said to be the best tree, which is not surprising given its central role in Norse cosmology. It is 

commonly known as the World Tree. 

ANSWER: Yggdrasil  

<Mythology—TGN>  

 

6. Nazars and Hamsa charms are often used to ward against this curse. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this legendary curse that is prominent in the Mediterranean and Middle East. It supposedly brings 

misfortune upon those who are cast with a malevolent gaze.  

ANSWER: The Evil Eye [accept Mati, accept kem göz, accept Ayin Hara, accept other translations that actually 

refer to the Evil Eye and do not just mean “bad eye,” prompt on The Eye] 

[H] Unlike the Evil Eye, the Divine Eye is a symbol of this syncretic monotheistic Vietnamese religion, where it 

represents the all-seeing eye of the creator deity.  

ANSWER: Đạo Cao Đài [accept Caodaism] 

[E] The Divine Eye is derived from the Eye of Providence, and both are usually depicted inscribed in one of these 

two dimensional shapes. The latter’s appearance on the one-dollar bill is the subject of many conspiracies.  

ANSWER: triangle [do not accept or prompt on “pyramid”] 

<Religion—TGN>  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Prostacyclin prevents the formation of a “plug” of these cells. For 10 points each:  

[M] Name these cells which von Willebrand factor acts on, converting prothrombin into thrombin which activates 

fibrin to provide adhesion for these cells.  

ANSWER: platelets [accept thrombocytes] 

[H] This drug inhibits the formation of thromboxane A2 in platelets, preventing them from forming a plug. This 

drug is used in high doses alongside intravenous immunoglobulin to treat Kawasaki disease.  

ANSWER: aspirin [accept ASA or acetylsalicylic acid] 

[E] Platelets play a major role in this process which prevents the loss of blood by converting liquid blood into solid 

blood. 

ANSWER: coagulation [accept clotting, prompt on “hemostasis” by asking “what process causes hemostasis”] 

<Biology—Kodali> 

 

8. This state’s pro-slavery Lecompton Constitution was rejected by Congress due to widespread voting 

irregularities. For 10 points each: 

[E] Name this state where Free-Staters and Border Ruffians fought during a period of unrest called “Bleeding [this 

state].” The Lecompton Constitution followed this state’s Topeka Constitution, which outlawed slavery. 

ANSWER: Kansas [or Bleeding Kansas] 

[M] After pro-slavery forces from Lecompton sacked the town of Lawrence, this abolitionist perpetrated the 

Pottawatomie Massacre in revenge. This abolitionist’s most famous action was funded by the “Secret Six.”  

ANSWER: John Brown 

[H] This minister from a prominent abolitionist family raised money to send rifles to John Brown and other anti-

slavery groups during Bleeding Kansas, which led to those rifles being nicknamed “[this man’s] Bibles.” 

ANSWER: Henry Ward Beecher [accept Beecher’s Bibles]  

<American History—Kapadia> 

 

9. The theorbo is a large instrument from this family. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this family of instruments, whose non-Western members include the oud and the pipa. A Western 

instrument in this family popular during the Renaissance features a rounded back and an angled neck. 

ANSWER: string instrument family [accept lute family] 

[E] String instruments originating in this country include the veena and the sitar. This country’s classical music 

diverged into Carnatic and Hindustani types in the 12th century. 

ANSWER: Republic of India 

[H] Unlike Western string instruments such as the lute, the oud lacks these features, which allows players of it to 

perform techniques such as playing quarter tones and sliding between notes. 

ANSWER: frets  

<Auditory Fine Arts—Maiorana>   

 

10. Characters in this play are locked in a room decorated in the “Second Empire style.” For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this play in which Garcin, Inez, and Estelle come to understand that “hell is other people” after harassing 

and needling each other while trapped together for all eternity. 

ANSWER: No Exit [or Huis Clos] 

[E] No Exit was written by this French author of Existentialism is a Humanism. 

ANSWER: Jean-Paul Sartre [“sahrt”] 

[H] Sartre also wrote this play, in which Electra concedes her freedom to Zeus by allowing him to choose the 

meaning of her past. 

ANSWER: The Flies [or Les Mouches] 

<European Literature—Parikh> 



 

11. Answer the following about boron. For 10 points each: 

[E] Boron breaks this rule that applies to most atoms heavier than helium, which predicts that atoms seek the 

namesake number of valence electrons. 

ANSWER: octet rule 

[M] In many compounds, boron accepts electron pairs from its bonding partners, making it this man’s namesake 

kind of acid. This man was also the first to use the term “fugacity.” 

ANSWER: Gilbert Norton Lewis 

[H] Boron trichloride has a trigonal planar geometry. The central boron atom, like the central carbon in 

formaldehyde, has this orbital hybridization.  

ANSWER: sp2 [“s-p-two”]  

<Chemistry—Bhattacharya>  

 

12. One of these structures built by the Soviet Union in the late 20th century was recently dethroned as the tallest 

man-made one in the world in 2013 by the Jinping-I. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name these types of structures, which include the Tarbela in Pakistan and the previously-mentioned Nurek one. 

One of these structures is blamed for contributing to the possible extinction of the baiji. 

ANSWER: dams [or the Tarbela Dam; or the Nurek Dam; or the Jinping-I Dam] 

[H] The Nurek Dam lies on the Vakhsh River in the west of this Asian country. Pamiris, who name a mountain 

range located mostly in this country, make up most of the population in its Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Region. 

ANSWER: Tajikistan [or Republic of Tajikistan] 

[E] The aforementioned Jinping-I Dam lies on the Yalong River, a tributary of the Yangtze River in this country. 

The construction of the more famous Three Gorges Dam in this country forced over a million people to relocate. 

ANSWER: China [accept People’s Republic of China or PRC; DO NOT prompt or accept Republic of China or 

ROC] 

<Geography—Sareddy> 

 

13. This device was first used at the Battle of Mylae by Gaius Duillius’ forces. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this device that allowed soldiers to board enemy ships after a bridge with a spike on the bottom was 

lowered onto the enemy’s hull.  

ANSWER: corvus 

[M] The Battle of Mylae took place during this war, which began with a dispute over Sicily. Hamilcar Barca fought 

in this war, whose losers later fought the Mercenary War after its foreign soldiers rebelled over not getting paid. 

ANSWER: First Punic War [prompt on Punic Wars] 

[E] The Punic Wars were fought between Rome and this North African city, known for its extensive maritime trade 

networks. Hannibal Barca led this city’s armies during the Second Punic War. 

ANSWER: Carthage  

<European History—Li> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14. A crushed skeleton found at Anemospilia on Mount Juktas near this site have led some to argue that the 

Minoans practiced human sacrifice. For 10 points each: 

[M] Many tablets written in the still-untranslated Linear A script and statues of the "snake goddess" have been 

recovered from this archaeological site that was once home to a Minoan palace. 

ANSWER: Knossos 

[E] Knossos is located near modern-day Heraklion on this Mediterranean island that was the center of the Minoan 

civilization. 

ANSWER: Crete 

[H] This English archaeologist first excavated the ruins at Knossos in 1900. 

ANSWER: Sir Arthur John Evans 

<Social Science—Aoun> 

 

15. This character reveals to a novel’s protagonist that he can speak and hear after offering him some Juicy Fruit. 

For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this half-Native American character who was admitted to a mental hospital after being diagnosed with 

schizophrenia. He later escapes the hospital by throwing a control panel through a window. 

ANSWER: Chief Bromden [or Chief Bromden] 

[M] Chief is the narrator of this Ken Kesey novel. It is primarily set in an Oregon psychiatric center and on the 

conflict between Nurse Ratched and Randle McMurphy. 

ANSWER: One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 

[E] After McMurphy conforms to Ratched’s orders one time, Charlie Cheswick commits suicide in this specific 

manner. Roberta Alden in An American Tragedy dies in this manner after being bludgeoned with a camera in a 

canoe on Big Bittern Lake. 

ANSWER: drowning  

<American Literature—Sareddy> 

 

16. Name some things about comedic depictions of Leonardo Da Vinci’s Mona Lisa. For 10 points each: 

[M] This artist titled a depiction of a mustached Mona Lisa on a postcard after a pun translating to “There is a fire 

down below” in his L.H.O.O.Q. [“ehl-ash-oh-oh-q”] 

ANSWER: Marcel Duchamp 

[H] Duchamp’s L.H.O.O.Q was inspired by a Eugene Bataille [“bah-tye”] monochrome print of the Mona Lisa with 

one of these objects. A famous painting of this object features the phrase “ceci n’est pas une [this object]” 

ANSWER: pipe [or ceci n’est pas une pipe; or “This is not a pipe”] (that painting is The Treachery of Images) 

[E] This artist was inspired by Duchamp to superimpose his face onto the Mona Lisa. This Surrealist was inspired 

by Camembert cheese to depict melting clocks in his The Persistence of Memory. 

ANSWER: Salvador Dali [or Salvador Felipe Jacinto Dali y Domenech] 

<Visual Fine Arts—Benti> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

17. The protagonist of one novel by this author befriends the convict Abel Magwitch and is beaten by his sister with 

a cane called “The Tickler.” For 10 points each: 

[E] Name this author of Great Expectations, who wrote about Ebenezeer Scrooge being visited by the spirits of 

Christmas in A Christmas Carol. 

ANSWER: Charles Dickens 

[H] In this novel, Tony Last travels to a Brazilian jungle and is taken captive by Mr. Todd, who forces him to read 

Dickens novels forever. Brenda grows bored at Hetton Abbey in this novel and begins an affair with John Beaver. 

ANSWER: A Handful of Dust 

[M] This English author of A Handful of Dust also wrote about Charles Ryder visiting Sebastian Flyte at the title 

estate in his most famous novel. 

ANSWER: Evelyn Waugh (the novel is Brideshead Revisited)  

<Commonwealth Literature—Ganguli> 

 

18. Forces loyal to one claimant to the throne of this kingdom were defeated at the Battle of Toro during a war over 

this kingdom’s succession. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this kingdom, whose throne was unsuccessfully claimed by Joanna la Beltraneja [“lah bel-trah-neigh-

hah”] in that war. This kingdom was ruled by the House of Trastámara [“tras-tah-mah-rah”] for much of its 

existence. 

ANSWER: Kingdom of Castile [or Crown of Castile] 

[E] The War of the Castilian Succession was won by this queen, who formed a dynastic union with her husband 

Ferdinand of Aragon. This queen and Ferdinand sponsored Christopher Columbus’ voyage to the New World. 

ANSWER: Isabella I [or Isabel] 

[M] Castile provided much of the resources for the conquest of this final Muslim kingdom in Spain in 1492. This 

kingdom’s final ruler, Boabdil, was forced to surrender it and the Alhambra palace to Ferdinand and Isabella. 

ANSWER: Kingdom of Granada  

<European History—Kapadia> 

 

19. This programming language’s creator, Guido van Rossum, supports the use of words like “spam” and “eggs” as 

example variables in code. For 10 points each: 

[M] Name this programming language that focuses on readability. Its IDLE development is used to write source 

code for it. 

ANSWER: Python 

[H] This Python package is the de facto GUI [“gooey”] and interface to the GUI toolkit. When imported, an 

underscore must be placed in front of this package’s name. 

ANSWER: Tkinter 

[E] The “G” in GUI stands for this technology which is used to display images. A processing unit named for this 

technology helps accelerate rendering. 

ANSWER: graphics [accept word forms] 

<Other Science—Peelen> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

20. This man was a founding member of the New York City Ballet, and served as its lead choreographer for nearly 

40 years. For 10 points each: 

[H] Name this 20th-century Georgian-American choreographer of A Midsummer Night's Dream and Jewels. 

ANSWER: George Balanchine [accept Giorgi Melitonovich Balanchivadze] 

[E] Balanchine created the choreography for a 1954 production of this Tchaikovsky ballet. This ballet, frequently 

performed around Christmas, contains the “Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy” and the “Waltz of the Flowers.” 

ANSWER: The Nutcracker [or Shchelkunchik] 

[M] Balanchine also choreographed the ballet Stars and Stripes, which was set to music by this composer. This 

composer of the operetta El Capitan is best known for short works like “The Liberty Bell” and “Semper Fidelis.” 

ANSWER: John Philip Sousa  

<Other Fine Arts—Maiorana> 

 


